PRE-AUYAN AND PRE-DRAVIDIAN IN INDIA 83
of the greater parts of the district of Sambalpur and of a
small portion of the district of Raipur in the Central
Provinces and also of the number of Native states which
lie between these districts and Orissa proper/'
If the name of Utkala has preserved its vitality, the
name of Mekala has survived only as a memory associated
with religion.   The heights of Mekala give birth to ons
of the most important rivers of   India, the Narmada,
which is second only to the Granges in point of sanctity.
One of her sacred appellations, recorded by Amara and
other lexicographers, is Mekalakanyaka, " the daughter of
the Mekala."   Bat here   also   the   name   having   no
definitely established form  has   been attracted   by the
analogy of the common word " Mekhala " " girdle " and
the written form oscillates between the two.   The com*
mentator on Amara, Sarv&nanda authorises both (ad Am.
I,    10,    31 .    Mekalacalaprabhavatvad Mekala   kanyaka
Mekhalakanyaketi kecit. Tan Mekkalad i&avati Mekhala*
bailaputri iti khakaravan).    The obscurity of the name
of   Mekala is painfully evident in the edition of   the
Maha Bharata published at Calcutta, in  which the name
is printed  several times as Melaka, under the influence
of the common word mela "fair."   The editor can allege
for his justification a distant precedent; the translator
of the   Saddharma-smrtyupasthana   Sutra   had   already
substituted Melaka for Mekala in his Tibetan version^ in
which he had reproduced too faithfully the fault commit-
ted by the scribe of the Sanskrit original; the author
of the Chinese version had read and transcribed Mekhala
with aspiration  (Pour I'Bistoire du Ram.,   p.  27).   In
another, passage of the same  Sutra which mentions, in
imitation of the RamSyana, G. IV, 40, 20 " the river Soiia
born   from   the    Mekala"    (MekalaprabAavam   Sonata),